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LIGHT ON MYSTERIES. 


— 


A PLAN of salvation provided by the 
Lord for the benefit and redemption 
of His children, it might be expected, 
would contain every truth necessary 
for man’s enlightenment and happi- 
ness. Unless it did this, it would not 
appear to be divine. 

t this point the question naturally 

Does the gospel revealed from 
heaven to the Prophet Joseph Smith 
boar evidence of its divine origin by 
futnishing satisfactory explanations 
concerning man’s present and future 
existence! 

It most oes. In fact, it 
is the only system of religion in Chris- 
tendom which attempts to throw light 
upon a number of questions which are 

the utmost importance to man. 


Gods in one.” “How wonderfully 
sterious!” 

t is known that Jesus Christ had a 
body; it is believed that the Holy 
Ghost is a Spirit; but what of the 
Fathert 

If the question is asked, the fre- 
quent reply is: “Oh, God is a spirit.” 

But whether He is a personage or 
not, the religious world cannot tell, 
ery the generally accepted view is 
that He is not a personage. 

Then how the three can be one ap- 
pears beyond the power of the religi- 
ous world to explain. . 

The first direct knowledge which 
the Prophet Joseph received 
heaven was concerning ‘ 

The Father and the Son appeared 
to him. The Father introduced the 


In the first the most vague | Son to Joseph, saying: 
and contradictory ideas prevail among “This is my beloved Son; hear 
religious people concerning the char- | him.” ; 
acter and personage of Thus the ignorance of centuries was 


That which they call the “ Trinity” 
is an awful mystery to them—a mys- 
tery too sacred, many think, to reason 
upon or attempt to solve. 

God, the Father; God, the Son; 
and God, the Holy Ghost;” “ 


three: 


removed. nee more a man in 
flesh could tell his fellow-men the 
truth concerning God. 

The Father is a personage; and the 
Son is a personage. The : 
as all previous prophets and apostles 
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had testified, in the likeness of the 
1 His express image. * 
t was n , in opening the 
last dispensation, that in the outset, 
doubt and darkness should be gr 
away and a true knowledge of the 


Creator be restored to mankind, so | rectly 
that they might know. the nature of | ness 


the Being whom they were command- 
ed to worship. 8 

Another question: Who in all the 
religious world could explain why 
man was upon the earth, ex- 
posed to temptation, subject to the 
fo of the adversary and in a con- 

ition of ignorance? 

Closely connected with this were 
other important questions: 

First, When a babe is born, is that 
the beginning of its existence, or did 
it live in some other sphere before 
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in which their powers will be occu- 
pied, — tyi 

e might go on m ng ques- 
tions of this kind. Gan the religious 
world answer them? 

No; they cannot be answered cor- 
priests or people. Vague- 
prevail upon 
these ts, and satisfactory answers 
— de obtained from any of the 
sects. 

But if we turn to the gospel, what 
a flood of light is wn upon these 
subjects! th shines with a beau- 
tiful and charming lustre. It is sim- 
pe easily understood and satisfactory. 

ystery vanishes. It is sublime, yet 
children can comprehend it. It does 
not require the learning of schools to 
perceive its excellence or to under- 
stand its force. The Spirit of the 
Lord makes it plain to the most un- 


coming here? 
Second, If when a babe is born in- | learned. 


to this world it begins to live for the 
first time, how was it that the Lord 
Jesus differed so much from other 
children? For He lived in the hea- 
vens before He was born of the Vir- 
in Mary and became the Babe of 


em. 
Third, If the name of Jesus is the 
only name given under heaven by 
which man can be saved; what has 
become of the millions of heathens 
who — died without hearing that 
name 
Fourth, Would our Creator, whose 
attribute ia justice, condemn them for 
all eternit they did not obey 
His gospel when they never had the 
opportunity of hearing the gospel! 
ifth, If men are rewarded 
ished at the judgment day ing 
to the deeds done in the body, do not 
their rewards and punishments differ 
in degree according to the difference 
in the lives which 


Sixth, Do family 
ily relationships ex- 
ist in eternity; ad if 80, upon what 


principle do they exist, and what ar- 
E that will be acceptable to 

‘ t to be made by men, wo- 
men children to make th 
cure! 


idea be formed 
and the pro- 


em se- 


Seventh, Can an 
from the word of 
lite ‘whieh 
whi 
thay will lead, and the employments 


The gospel of the Son 122 
superior to every system own 
among men. It feeds the soul with 
knowledge. It points out with ex- 
ceeding plainness the path which 
leads to God. It es man his 
duty to his fellow-man and to his 

er. It gives him understanding 
concerning the nature of God and the 
character of the Godhead. 

Through the gospel man learns why 
he is here, why he is in ignorance, 
why exposed to temptation, and what 


is expected from him. 
can place roper estimate 


0 a p 
upon this knowledge 
ond price. 
he gospel teaches us that we had 
a pre-existence; that is, that we lived 
before we were born in this world. 
How plain this appears when we 
think of the Lord Jesus and His birth 
asababe! If He could live before 
and is bre- 
thren and sisters, as He says we 
why could not we also live 50 
w much it helps us to bear the 
trials, perplexities and sorrows of this 
life to have this knowledge, and to 
understand there was a purpose in 
en, again, how is the jus- 
tice of our God as ien 
of salvation for the heathen, and 
or all His children who die in igno- 
rance of the gospel! How much more 


* 
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intelligently and can He be 
worshiped by us when we understand 
His provisions for the salvation of all! 


wonderful encouragement 
there is, also, in the knowledge that 
He has provided rewards for all in 
proportion to their diligence! Inte- 
grity, constancy, and faithful devo- 
tion to the truth will be remembered. 
Every man will be rewarded for his 
works. No one will be slighted; no 
one be overlooked or forgotten. Im- 

iality will reign. 

As to the comforting knowledge 
which the gospel has brought con- 
cerning — relationships in — 

ity, what language can express the 
— and satisfaction of those who have 
received it? Is there a faithful man 
or woman, who has received these 
sealing ordinances, who. would ex- 
them for the wealth of the 


world} 
With the promises before us which 
the gospel brings, what a boundless 


career of mr is opened before the 
Saints of God The kingly dignity 
is promised—not a toy crown and a 
bauble throne; but an actual domin- 
ion, a fruitful sceptre, an extensive 
realm—to all who honor the laws of 
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God. They are promised increase 
per petu eternal increase — and 
through that increase they will have 
that employment which the cares of 
royalty, or more properly speaking, 
government always demand. Every 
power inherited from our Father, the 
Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth, 
and which is now latent and unde- 
veloped within us, will then find room 
for its exercise; and with the exercise 
these powers will expand and develop 
from eternity to eternity until the 
words of the apostle will be fulfilled: 

“ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath 
[ for them that love Him.“ 

ow glorious is the gospel when 

com with the systems of men! 
How full of 1 ence, light and 
happiness! It is the only philoso- 
phical system onthe earth. It is the 
only system which answers questions 
to the immortal soul of man, and 
satisfies the longing of his divine na- 
ture. Before its grand truths secta- 
rianism flees away, and skepticism 
becomes abhorrent. — Iditorial in 
Juvenile Instructor. 


MIRACLES. 
—0 


There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” 


Bot few, if any, of us are proof against 
the effects of the miraculous and 
strange in nature. Man’s curiosity 
strongly prompts him to seek for an 
explanation to the unknown; it causes 
him to soar and to dive, and thus 
brings him into ion of a strange 
mixture of truth and error. As soon 
as the line of connection between a 
cause and its legitimate effect is clear- 
ly discernible, the mind of the inves- 
tigator becomes at ease, the gloss of 
mystery wears away, and the occur- 
rence, however strange and incom- 
prehensible at first, becomes then 
commonplace. Whatever is plain to 
human understanding is arbitrarily 
believed natural; all else is declared 
unnatural or supernatural. 

The whole constitution of natare 
rests upon law and order; and of laws 


there are many, and these are graded 
for application and use as are the laws 
of man. The latter indeed are fash- 
ioned after the former. Natural law 
explains the principles upon which 
the forces and powers of the universe 
are kept in proper operation; human 
law is designed to govern and control 
the varied manifestations of man’s 
activity. The application of a higher 
law in any particular case does not in 
any way weaken the efficacy or valid- 
ity of an inferior rule; the lower law 
is as fully applicable as before to the 
cases for which it was framed, though 
it may be unsuited to the one case 
under consideration. 

There is a law forbidding, on peril 
of heavy penalties, any man taking or 
Spprop unlawfully the property 

another. Yet oftentimes an 
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of the law forcibly seizes upon the 
possession of his fellowman, against 
whom a ju t may have been 
rendered; this act is done to 


satisfy, — to violate — The 

official, proper authority, per- 

forms a lawful act; yet the lower law 

4 by no means rendered invalid 
ereby. 


Jehovah commanded, “ Thou shalt 
not kill,” and man has re-enacted that 
law throughout the world, and has 
prescribed ties for the violation 
thereof. Yet sacned history testifies 
that in many cases the Great Law- 
giver H has commanded His 
servants to vindicate justice by de- 
priving the ungodly of life. The 
judge who passes the extreme sen- 
tence upon a convicted murderer, and 
the executioner who carries into effect 


d. 

A few years ago, Herr Werner Sie- 
mens, @ German scientist of note, 
visited the large pyramid of Gize 
and, in company with a couple o 

guides, climbed to the top. 
at once, at that eleva- 
tion in the dry desert, that the atmo- 
conditions were very favor- 
able to electric manifestations. So, 
brass button to an 
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the stick became immediately sur- 
mounted by a beautiful St. Elmo's 
flame. This was more than 
the superstitious Bedouins could bear; 
who co y with lightning 
fire as with a toy, and who carried 
miniature thunder in his coat pocket; 
so hastening down the gigantic steeple 
with dangerous speed, they took to 
their heels, and soon — eee in 
the desert. So great was their fright 
that they forgot to claim their 
mised fees, which circumstance 
was a miracle of no small import. 
The most enlightened of us are as 
bewildered over many things of sim- 
ple occurrence as were Siemen’s guides 
in the desert of Egypt. When the 
Prophet Elisha, as an example of his 
authority through the power of God, 
caused the axe to float in the river, 
he brought to his service a power 
superior to that of gravity. The iron 
was without doubt heavier than the 


ro- 


water; yet it was supported, suspend- 
ed, or by some force actually sustained 
at the surface as if it had been held 
there by a human hand, or rendered 
sufficiently buoyant by floaters at- 
tached. 

Wine consists of about four 
fifths water, the rest being a variety 
of chemical compounds, the elements 
for which are abundantly distributed 
through the air and soil of the earth. 
The natural method, or the ordinary 
method, of bringing these elements in- 


to proper combination is by ting 
till it is to yield its juice 


in the press. Bat, by the application 
of a power not within purely human 
reach, the Savior, at the marriage in 
Cana, called those elements together, 
and brought about a chemical trans- 
formation in the water-pots of stone, 
resulting in the preparation of the 
purest wine. 

So, too, when the multitudes were 
fed, under His polenta touch and 
authoritative blessing, the bread and 
fishes did increase in substance, as 
truly as if all the seasons of the 
had been consumed in the 32 


| 
| 
| 
that terrible mandate, act not in op- 
position to “Thou shalt not kill,” but 
actually in support thereof. 
With the simple and ordinary prin- 
ciples upon which the powers of Na- 
ture — we are in a degree acquaint- 
ed; their operation excites no 
surprise in the human mind; though 
upon deeper reflection, even the most 
| common appears wonderful and 
strange. But any occurrence beyond 
the ordinary is . miracu- 
lous, if not, indeed, unnatural, and 
we are more or less awe-stricken by 
the same. Even animals are fright- 
ened | that which . do not un- 
5 empty water-gourd, in the hands of 
5 one of the Arabs, and then placing 
his knuckle at a short distance from 
the button, he drew thereform a suc- 
ceasion of large and brilliant sparks, 
| by the crack - 
ling noise eristic of electric 
discharges, The guides viewed this 
exhibition of with 
„ Kr Ww reached | natural method. In healing the 
a clim they saw their master | leprous, the palsied, and the infirm, 
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of the body were | 


the disordered parts 
— — again into their normal and 
healthful state; the 1 matter 
acting as poisons to the tissues was 
and physic. 
These effects were literal and material; 
not delusive as skeptics would have 
us thi and are to be understood 


recognition of the “ finger 


Many a scientific demonstration or 
lecture illustration, though easy of 
comprehension to the learned, is yet 
miraculous in the eyes of others. 
Such operations are usually perform- 
ed, however, by means of complicated 
apparatus, and varied devices plainly 
discernible through the senses of man. 
4A miracle, however, performed 
through a direct application of super- 
ior power, is done without such artifi- 
cial aid; t by means even more 
efficient yet invisible. The result 
alone is seen by the humaneye. The 
devices by which these superior forces 
are utilized, the machinery by which 
— powers are directed and 
controlled, are hidden. 

This world in its domains of matter 
and of force seems but the temporal 
embodiment of things that are spiri- 
and The — tor — 

ngs spiri as well as tem 
for so He hassaid. The flowers which 
represen above imperishable 
blossoms of ent beauty and 
entertaining fragrance. Mortal man 
is shaped after the image of Deity; 
_ his mind, though darkened by custom 
and weakened by injurious habit, is 
still a fallen type of immortal thought 
and n. — chasm 
separati e human vine in 
thought, desire and action, is as wide 
as that between the sea and — 
and as the stars are above the 
so are the ways of God above those of 
man. 

Yet we cannot doubt an analogy be- 
tween the spiritual and the temporal. 
When the eyes of the prophet’s ser- 
vant were opened he saw the hosts of 
heavenly warriors covering the moun- 
tains—footmen, horsemen, and chario- 
teers—armed for the t against the 
Syrians. When Israel encompassed 
Jericho, have we not reason to believe 


that the Captain of the Lord's Host 
and His heavenly train were there, 
and that before their angelic prowess 
the walls were leveled? 

The latest and highest achievements 
of man in the application of Nature’s 
forces approach of all things w 
spiri ing and action. 
from one hemisphere and be under- 
stood on the other, though an ocean 
rolls and roars between; to count the 
ticking of a watch though a hundred 
miles away; to bring the lightning 
into our homes and make it serve by 
night as the sun of day—are not these 
indeed miracles? The of 
such thi would not have been re- 
ceived with credence before the time 
of their actual accomplishment. 

Is not our faith in the surpassing 
wisdom and omnipresence of our 
Father increased by the reflection 
that man with his weak powers of 
thought and action—aided indeed by 
a higher influence—is able to so suc- 

ully combat with the exigencies 
of time and distance? The President 
of the Republic, sitting in his chair of 
state in the nation’s ca * talks with 
all parts, even the — of this great 
country; and if the batteries and 
wires are in order, and the operators 
and officials controlling the same be 
true, he is rightly — v 
movement portance ughou 
the land. 
The orbs of the universe are 


as 
truly connected, and the system of 


intercommunication is —.— 
per feet in its action and adaptation; an 


all agencies concerned in it's manipula- 
— are as — by 
ey operate. or | 
the human mind — Ho wider 
still will the knowledge of man grow 
by the aid of inspired teaching it wi 
learn to subdue force after force, and 
power beyond power, turning all to 
the common good, till revelation bears 
it aloft to the fountain of all truth, 
whose gushing rills miracles greater, 
and wonders more strange, will be 
done, and all be in strict accordan 
with the principles of order dec 
and enforced — word 
wgiver.—/, al- 


of the supreme 
mage, in the C 
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§ELF-EDUCATION: HOW TO GET IT. 


man or woman do 


can a busy 


facts or principles; in | 


KDOW now 
Life is all the 


time ing tous. He will be always 
learning who keeps his eyes open and 
ears Open. men are too busy, 
others too lazy, and still others too 
self-conceited to hear what life has to 


to give it. He is 
understands the proportion which 
this fact indicates, and devotes six 
times as much energy to filling up as 
to giving out, * pe 

ions are great teachers. The living 
teacher is better than the dead one. 
Every man knows something better 
than you know it, and will be willing 
tell you if you are willing to listen 
to the telli Most men like to im- 
part knowledge; but there is a choice 
of .teachers—that is, of companions. 
The wise man will pick out compan- 


ions wiser than himself. He will seek 


alluring and 
advan 
panions mold character. 
made as well as known by the com- 
panions he keeps, He who lives with 
pigs will learn to wallow; he who lives 
birds will learn to fly. The 
uate of the billiard-room or bow- 
-alley or pool-room learns nothing 
its. companionship. Do not ask, 
Will this me any harm? Ask, 
Will this do me any good? The com- 
pani ip of much of what we call 
society”. is little or no better. Small- 
smallest of all microscopic 
Sahara of sand to a grain 


Good compan- li 


ship ought to be at-home: The first 


- | duty of the father and mother is to 


furnish helpful companionship in the 
home, But there are many — 
people and many homes that are not 
educative, and no homes that can 
furnish all the education that our sons 
and daughters need. Where shall we 
spend our evenings? If there is no 
literary life in the village set some 
literary life. agoing. Find at least 
one companion who will read with 
you, then a second; there are enough 
to make a sympathetic circle. Church 
prayer-meetings are not always allur- 
ing; not always, unfortunately, in- 
structive; but they furnish, at feast, 


in- | better companionshi than the street 


corners, * is an educa- 
tor; whether it is a good or a bad 
educator depends on what you read. 
* * Read good literature. Noman 
in this year of our 1888, who 
‘ i to be without 
a good library. 
within the reach of the most meagre 
You can get a good compan- 
ion for as little cost as a good cigar. 
** Your trouble is perhaps not 
want of money, but want of time. 
No! Weall have time enough to learn 
if we have wisdom — to use 
the fragments of our time. Henry 
Ward cher used to read between 
the courses at the dinner - table, and 
when he got interested in his book 
would take it for his dessert. Hugh 
Miller lay prone before the fire study- 
ing while his 2 were whiling 
away the time in idle jests and stories, 
iemann, as a boy, standi 
queue at the 


in 
post-office and waiting 
his turn for letters, utilized his time 
studying Greek from a little pocket 
grammar in his hand. He is a wise 
economist who does not waste more 
than half an hour a day in idle gossip, 
useless conversation, frivolous amuse- 
ment, or mere vacuity. Half an hour 
a day is three hours a week, a hundred 
and fifty in a year, twenty working 
days net! The man who uses his 
fragments of time has nearly one month 
more in the year. than his neighbor 
whois wastful of the precious commod- 


- | ity.—Latcus, in the Christian Union. 


cation and carry on the process stil 
farther? In school we ir either 
— @ we must 
th affairs, or they 
principles in rs, or they 
teach them. We have two eyes, two 
ears, and two nostrils to acquire 
formation, and one tongue with whitt | 
f companionship that is educative and 
stimulating, not merely that which is 
| 
e best place to find companion 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


— —— 


Coal was first used in London in A. D. 1240, 

A league of all the Christian Powers of Europe is proposed for the suppression of the 
slave trade. 

Recently a fleet of twelve sailing vessels became ice-bound in the Sea of Azov, and 
seven of the vessels sank. 

The French and Greek Governments are about to purchase property at Delphi to the 
value of 60,000,000 francs, to prosecute in common excavations on the site of the ancient 
city 


Information has reached Vienna from St. Petersburg to the effect that the Empress of 
Russia is suffering somewhat seriously from the shock caused to her mind by the railway 
accident at Borki. 

Over three-eighths of the words in the English language are derived from the Latin, 
over one-fourth from the French, about one-tenth from the Saxon, and a little less from 
the Greek. The indebtedness to other languages is amall. ) 

Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria lately made application to the Sultan through a special 
agent to be received by his Majesty at Constantinople. The application was not granted, 
and it was courteously conveyed to the Prince that the Turkish Government had no 
intention of altering the policy which it had been pursuing towards Bulgaria. 

Telegraph operators, it seems, are developing a disease of their own. One or two 
cases have recently occurred in which the finger-nails have dropped off, one after ano- 
ther. This affection is supposed to be due to the constant hammering and pushing with 
the finger-ends required by the working of the Morse system of telegraphy. 

The great fire in London commenced on Sept. 2, 1666, burned three days and three 
nights, destroyed 89 churches, including St. Pauls, the City Gates, the Royal Exchange, 
Oustom House, Guildhall, and 13,200 houses, laying waste 400 streets. During Oct. 8 
and 9, 1871, a great fire swept over Chicago, Ills., U. S. A., devastating 2,000 acres of 
buildings, and entailing a loss of $195,000,000. 

Cannon balls go furthest at an elevation of 30 degrees, and less as the balls are less; 
the range is furthest when fired from west to east in the direction of the earth’s motion, 
which for the diurnal rotation on its axis, is at the rate of 1,037 miles per hour, and in its 
orbit 66,092 miles. The air’s resistance is such, that a cannon ball of 3 Iba. weight, 
diameter 2.78 inches, and moving with a velocity of 1,800 feet per second, is resisted by a 
force equal to 156 lbs. 

Au extraordinary letter, purporting to be written by an accomplice of the infamous 
Whitechapel murderer, has just been made public: Among other things the writer 
expresses a hope that the Lord will forgive him for participation in the recent series of 
awful murders which has shocked the whole civilized world. How long shall it be before 
mankind can appreciate the fact that there is no forgiveness, worlds without end, for 
the person who is guilty of shedding innocent blood? The Scriptures say, no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him” (1 John iii, 15). 

From the report of the Japanese Railway Bureau for the past year, which has just 
appeared, it would seem that, rapidly as it is progressing, railway construction in that 
country has to meet unusual difficulties, or rather an unusual number of difficulties, 
owing to the physical geography of Japan. One line of 205 miles in length involves the 
construction of sixteen tunnels, 16,000 feet long, and the bridging of eleven rivers. One 
of these has a velocity in time of flond of 27 feet per second, and in another the brick 
piers have to be sunk to a depth of 80 feet. A range of mountains is crossed at a height 
of 1,468 feet. Part of another line ascends to a height of 3,144 feet, and during five 
months of the year work is rendered impossible by the snow, and sometimes in the sum- 
mer months an epidemic of cholera has the same effect. Eaglia Mechanic. 


on 
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BELIEF, NOT THE EQUIVALENT OF FAITH. 


ACCORDING to popular opinion belief and faith are equivalent terms and 
principles, and in practical experience represent the same act of the mind. 
It is a matter for regret, however, that usage has succeeded so effectually in 
confounding the signification of the two words, because there is but little, if 
any perceptible equivalency existing between them. Where such great differ- 

ences are found, the true meaning of the words should be held up to view so 
prominently that none might mistake their signification. This truth receives 
a double emphasis in the present case; and this special importance arises 
from the fact, that a failure to apprehend the true meaning of the words is 
likely to prove an effectual obstruction in the pathway of any one who is 
seeking to attain unto eternal lives. Some certainly will question the truth 
of this assertion; for, they think, an error respecting the meaning of a word 
or two can not affect their welfare to a very great extent, and, by no means, 
to such a degree as a mistake in principle can. 

Now, we may lay what stress we please upon the value of words in general, 
but with regard to these two, “faith” and “ belief,” we purpose to show that 
a mistake in apprehending their true meaning leads directly to a mistake 
respecting a principle which lies at the very foundation of the Christian life. 
Wo are not disposed to take the ground that an individual, who fails to appre- 
hend the true nature of belief and faith, can not be saved. We think that 
God does bring many such persons into the fold of the Church. But we also 
think that the erroneous opinions which are so prevalent in the world respect- 
ing the two words under consideration, is the direct cause of the spiritual 
destruction of great numbers of the human family. The confounding of 
ideas relative to faith and belief is simply a snare of the devil, by which man- 
kind may be deluded into the belief that they are in possession of a saving 
faith, when, in reality, they exercise nothing but a belief. Belief, however, 
must not be considered unimpurtant, for it, as well as faith, is essential to 
the Christian life. Belief precedes faith as a forerunner; and without a 
prévious condition of belief in an individual, there can be no subsequent 
faith. These two principles never spring up in the heart simultaneously. 
Belief occupies a position respecting faith analagous to that which sorrow 
does to repentance. St. Paul declares that “sorrow worketh repentance;” 


— 
> 
> 
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and, likewise, correct religious belief leads to faith. Such a belief is indis- 
pensable to bring an individual into a frame of mind and heart where the 
gift of faith may be conferred upon him. Faith is a gift of God to His 
Saints; belief, in some form or other, may be exercised by Saints, sinners and 
devils. From these reflections it must be manifest that if an individual per- 
suades himself that belief and faith are the same, he can not see the necessity 
for seeking the gift of faith. He imagines that he already has faith because 
he believes something. He rests satisfied with his belief, and hence can not 
attain to eternal life; for this is obtained by faith, not by belief. It is of 
great importance, then, that this stumbling-block which Satan has thus set up 
as a barrier to human progress in knowledge and religion should be removed. 

If faith and belief express the same idea, or relate to the same thing, the 
words should be interchangeable in all instances. It is immaterial which of 
any given number of synonymous words we use to convey our ideas, the sense 
of our expressions must always remain the same. If the terms we are con- 
sidering be put to this test, we shall readily discover that the notion of their 
equivalency is fallacious. Let us take the following sentence for a test ex- 
ample: “ Popular belief respecting the synonymous character of the two 
words is erroneous.” Now substituting, not the word “faith” itself, but its 
true definition, which is more readily comprehended, we have, “ Popular 
assurance of things hoped for, respecting the synonymous character of the 
two words is erroneous.” Again, Popular evidence of things not seen, 
respecting the synonymous character of the two words is erroneous,” gives us 
a variation of the absurd language; but it is none the less incongruous. In 
these examples the apostolic definition of faith has been substituted for 
“belief;’ and it is unnecessary that the attention of any one should be called 
to the effect. It speaks for itself. Faith and belief, then, are not inter - 
changeable terms, and, consequently, they can not be identical in meaning. 
Faith is one thing and belief another. | 

In addition to the proof already offered to establish the truth of this 
affirmation, several other arguments shall be offered. Let us consider that 
hope is never indulged except with reference to some good; and to hope, is 
to desire with a greater or less degree of expectation that we shall obtain 
what we desire. Ifthe element of expectation is not present, there is no 
hope. No one ever hopes that he may obtain the things he dreads, hence, 
as already remarked, hope always has reference to some good. Consequently, 
when St. Paul says that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for,” we un- 
derstand that the things “hoped for” are good things, or blessings. The 
apostle then substantially declares that faith is so restricted in its operations 
that it can be exercised solely with reference to some good. We may also 
arrive at this same conclusion by a different process of reasoning. Faith, we 
are informed (Eph. ii, 8), is the gift of God.” As no Christian can suppose 
that a gift of God is bestowed for an evil purpose, or to be used for the ac- 
complishment of an evil purpose, it follows that the sphere in which faith is 
designed to operate is limited to a good one. Thus we perceive a vast differ- 
ence between faith and belief. The latter occupies a wide field, and may be 
exercised with reference to good or evil. A distinguishment so marked 
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between any two things makes it certain there is a difference in n. 
tial properties. Faith and belief, then, can not be the same thing. 

The following facts make this truth further apparent. St. Paul shows us 
that faith is exercised solely with reference to the immediate present, or to 
the future. From what has been said already respecting the objects on 
which faith resta, which are things “ hoped for,” we see that the elements of 
expectation enters into it. There can be no faith without an expectation of 
receiving the blessings desired. Now, so far as expectation deals with time, 
it relates wholly to the future, with the exception of a brief present, when 
our expectations are realized. Knowledge and actual possession then take 
the place of faith, which once more fixes its eye upon the future. It lives in 
the present long enough only to see its good desires realized. It lives not at 
all in the past, for it deals with things that are “hoped for, or expected; 
and it is impossible for us to expect“ with reference. to the past. No such 
restriction as this is thrown around belief. Its sphere includes the past, pre- 
sent, and the future. With equal facility it assents to facts of creation 
which transpired thousands of years ago, or to others of any kind or nature 
which shall not become actualities for thousands of years to come. Two 
principles which have such different fields in which to operate can not be an 
equivalent to each other. 

The Apostle Paul informs us that faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.“ We have already considered belief in 
connection with the first portion of this true definition of faith, and we shall 
now examine it in the light of the second, Instead of the word “ faith” 
which Paul defined, let us substitute belief, and then his language shall 
declare, that “ belief is the evidence of things not seen.” If faith and belief 
are synonymous, there can be no perversion of any truth by this simple inter- 
change of terms. How are we to understand this proposed definition of 
belief. To affirm that belief occupies a certain position with respect te things 
which are “ not seen,” certainly implies strongly that it sustains a different 
relation to things which “are seen.” And, indeed, we may go further, and 
justly infer that it has nothing whatever to do with visible things. The 
significance of our modern definition of belief leads us to conclude that 
actual knowledge of visible things is so perfect that there is no occasion for 
the exercise of an occasional belief respecting them. But all this is .contrary 
to fact. We know a little concerning some of the tnings seen, and believe 
anything and everything almost that we choose about them. No one should 
infer from these remarks that belief can not be exercised with respect to 
things invisible, for it certainly can. We are simply showing that if anyone 
endeavors to restrict its operations to things “ not seen,” he is attempting the 
impossible. Now, as the inspired servant of God has, on the other hand, 
definitely restricted the operations of faith to things which are “ not seen,” 

we have a further demonstration that faith and belief are not an equivalent 
for each other. Our modern definition of belief, as shown heretofore, affirms 
that it “is the evidence of things not seen.” Evidence means proof; and it 
follows, from our incorrect position, that if we believe that Christ shall come 
to the earth this year or the next, it is a proof that He will come, just as we 
have believed. If the heart-broken wife, who has heard the dread rumor of 
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her loved husband’s death in some foreign land, can but believe he is still 
alive, she has the proof in hand that be is alive. These examples illustrate 
the position to which we are driven when we confound faith and belief. 

Again, we find that belief is powerless, while faith is everywhere in Scrip- 
ture represented as a source of power. In order to satisfy ourselves that 
belief is not a force, we have but to consider that belief can be exercised 
with reference to a past event, just as strongly as when it is fixed upon some- 
thing present, or tocome. Indeed, the vast majority of mankind have far 
stronger beliefs respecting past events, than they have respecting future ones. 
Not a single individual now living has any personal knowledge of the fact 
that Columbus discovered America, but millions have a perfect belief that he 
did. No amount of new testimony respecting his discovery could strengthen 
the popular belief on this subject; but this strong belief is not a source of 
power to a single individual. This truth is corroborated in the experience of 
every human being. Their belief is not an element of conscious power. As 
faith is a force, it must differ from belief, which is nothing of the kind. 

We find, also, that wicked men can exercise just as perfect a belief as a 
good man can. This statement appears so reasonable that but few will be 
disposed to question it; though some may offer an objection, and claim that 
the wicked can not have so perfect a belief respecting the truth of the Gospel, 
as good men possess. To this we reply:—many of the truths of the Gospel 
are historical merely, and a wicked man can believe a truth recorded in a 
sacred history as firmly as he believes another found in profane history, and 
his belief may be just as strong as a Christiana Then again, the Gospel con- 
tains truths relating to principles. Among these may be mentioned doc- 
trines which refer to charity, mutual forbearance and forgiveness, neighborly 
kindness, temperance, etc. To say that a man who is not a Christian can 
not believe with all his heart in such principles as these, is to take a position 
directly at variance with fact. There are thousands of good moral men in 
the world who not only believe in them, but practice them as scrupulously as 
their Christian brethren do. It is unnecessary that we should pursue this 
particular phase of our subject further, to ascertain whether or not there may 
be a few principles of the Gospel concerning which irreligious individuals can 
not exereise as firm a belief as religious persons do; for even should we find 
a score of such principles, the simple fact that one class of persons can exercise 
a greater belief in them than another class, does not prove that either of them 
have that faith which is the gift of God.” One class simply believes more 
firmly than the other, and that is the sum of the matter. Examples which 
abound in Scripture show that faith is peculiarly a gift enjoyed by the people 
‘of God. Belief is common to all classes of intelligences, for we are told that 
even devils believe and tremble. . These fallen spirits can not have faith, 
otherwise they would be in possession of the principle of salvation, for such 
is faith according to the teachings of God’s word. 

It is scarcely possible that any honest reader of these remarks, relative to 
the distinctions between belief and faith can fail to perceive that the two 
principles are wholly different in their essential properties. They serve 
entirely different purposes in the plan of human redemption. Belief is a 
motive to action; faith is power, Belief is persuasion of the truth of the 
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Saviors testimony; faith is a gift of God,” promised to believers. Belief 
points to Christ as the Savior of men; faith is the power of salvation already 
working in the soul. Belief leads the souls to look in the proper direction for 
a remedy for its ills; faith is the remedy operating. Belief is credence, 
nothing more, nothing less; faith is a Divine principle in the soul working in 
the power and demonstration of God. 

Let none of us mistake the one for the other, but when God gives us belief 
in His word, let us press on to the attainment of faith, by which alone we 
must be saved. B. 


NOTICE OF THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 
Tn following notice of a Conference of the Latter-day Saints, which was 


held in Manchester, November 25, 1888, is taken from the issue of the Man- 
chester Hxaminer and Times, for Nov. 26th: 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” held their semi-annual 
conference yesterday at the Cleveland Assembly Room, Grosvenor-street, 
Oxford-street. Meetings were held at intervals all day, and they were 
addressed by “Apostle” George Teasdale, and by a number of elders from 
Utah. The “Apostle” stated that he went as a young man to Salt Lake 
City. He had lived there since 1861, and was a citizen of the United States. 
He had now for two years presided over the British mission, which incladed 
the whole of the British Isles. They had also a Scandinavian mission for 
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark; a Swiss and German mission for the rest of 
the Continent, and a Turkish mission for the East. All these missions 
reported to the central office at Liverpool, while the mission to the colonists 
of New Zealand and to the Maoris — direct to headquarters by the 
Great Salt Lake. Young men came from Utah, Idaho, New Mexico, and 
other States to join in the work of the mission, and to go forth to testify to the 
truth of the doctrines of Joseph Smith, It was these doctrines that were the 
main question, he thought, and not any social principles upon which they 
might live. Yet the word — was always thrown at anyone who 

e for Mormonism. The principle of polygamy was unknown to Joseph 
Smith, and who of those who assailed his followers had ever practised it or 
seen it in practice! None of the Saints practised it in England, for all con- 
formed to the law of the land in which they dwelt; and in return coax enjoyed 
the glorious liberty and protection afforded by the English law. In Utah, 
however, the principleof plural marriages was recognized, and he would show how 
the principle was applied, and how erroneous were the common notions here 
respecting it. Ifa married man had nochildren, but wished to found a family 
and leave descendants behind him, his wife, sharing this desire, would ask him 
to take another wife. The second marriage was, therefore, not merely with 
the consent of the first wife, as their law req but — at her request, 
and in the home it was found that the first wife loved her husband’s children 
as if they were her own. Or again, a young married man might die, and then 
he would upon his deathbed, with his wife’s consent, appoint some person, 
often his nearest of kin, to be her husband. This was a natural and bene- 
ficial arrangement, and ensured that the wife should be cared for and pro- 
tected. But the wife, in the eye of Heaven, belon to her first husban 
and she would therefore generally wish her second husband to have a wife 
his own. This principle was found to promote and foster the highest domestic 
happiness, Yet the United States Government had ruthlessly interfered. 
A miserable informer, called a “ spotter,” marked down a man in their com- 
munity who had a second wife. For eating at the same board with her he 
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might be fined $300 and imprisoned for six months. In the last four years 
the city had by this means been robbed of $48,000, and fathers had been torn 
from their firesides and cast into prison, in the name of civilisation. God 
— such civilisation! There be nothing wickeder than to interfere 
with the sanctity of the home. 

This report is evidently written in a most impartial spirit, and we cheerfully 
give it a place in the MILLENNIAL Star, but desire to call attention to one or 
two erroneous statements which appear in the notice. These have unques- 
tionably crept in through a misapprehension of President Teasdale’s utter- 
ances; not from a desire to distort them. 

The reporter represents Elder Teasdale as saying that “the principle of 
plural marriage was unknown to Joseph Smith.” This assertion should be 
2 by adding, uutil God revealed it to him.” Our readers should 

observe that Elder Teasdale’s remarks were made with special reference 
to plural marriage in its distinctive characteristics as practised by some of the 
Saints in Utah. 

Again “had been” should be substituted for was” in the following expres- 
sion: “In Utah, however, the principle of plural marriages was recognized.” 
This statement, as it appears in the notice, is contrary to fact, for the United 
States government never did recognize the legality of plural marriages. 
Plural marriage was prohibited by special enactment in 1862; but the law 
was not considered constitutional, and remained a dead letter on the statute 
book; Congress being prohibited from interference by the constitution of the 
United States, which says: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the FREE EXERCISE thereof.” It was 
well known that the Saints believed in plural marriage, and that some of them 
practised this principle for a number of years; but it has only been of late 
years that the sanctity of home and religious requirements have been invaded. 

We ask for no fairer treatment than the Manchester Examiner and Times 
accords us; and commend the notice to the attention of our readers. 


BremincHam CoNFERENCE.— Meetings of the Birmingham Conference will 
be held at Hockley Chapel, off Farm Street, Birmingham, on Sunday, Janu- 
ary 6, 1889, commencing at 10-30a.m., and 2-30 and 6 p.m. 


CorrecTion.—In last week’s issue of the MmLLENNIAL we gave notice 
that the Priesthood meeting of the Conference of the Scottish Mission would 
be held at the Good Templars Hall. The place for this meeting is the Con- 
ference Room, at 159, Matheison Street (S. S.), Glasgow, instead of as 
announced. 


A new edition of the Book of Mormon has recently been printed, at this 
Office, from the electro-type plates used in the preceding editions It is 
printed on good paper, bound in cloth, and we will mail it to any 
address at the remarkable low price of 2s. It may be obtained also from 
Conference Presideats, Traveling Elders, or any of our book agents. 


Contented minds are more conducive to happiness than riches, glory, or fame. In our 
life-work let us remember that it will profit us but little if we gain a world of wealth and 
lose contentment and happiness. : 


— 
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TAKING THE CONSEQUENCES. 
| — 
If a man will drink, let him take the consequences..” RopERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Hav knows, many of those who to the room where lay the crouching 
do drink take enough of the conse- | form of his , sickly, horror- strick- 
quences; ruined health, shattered | en wife, springing upon her like 
lives, ry, ignominy, wrecked a wild beast, thrust his thumb into 
bodies and souls. But do they take | her eye and gouged it out of her head. 
all the consequences of their intem- | Two or three days after that, he en- 
perance tered her room again and shrieked out 
In Lowell, Mass., a drunken fiend | in the tones of a demon, Oh, I'll 
of a father came home one day, and, | have your other eye now,” and so say- 
seizing his little girl, put her fingers | ing he sprang upon her and gouged 
between the teeth of a steel trap and out the other eye. The husband 
then lauglied with demoniac gleeatthe | drank, his wife took “the conse- 
nizing screams of his child as her | quences.” 
bleeding fingers were being lacerated | A man in New York, a few 
and torn by the trap. The father | ago, under the awful influence of de- 
drank and his little girl took “the | lirium tremens, killed his father and 
consequences,” mother, cut their hearts out and 
In England, a drunken mother came | roasted and ate them. The man 
home one day and demanded of her | drank and his poor old father and mo- 
little boy his boots, that she might | ther took “the consequences.” 
pare or sell them and get more gin.| On one occasion in this country a 
he little fellow refused to give up | few years ago, a drunken pilot wreck- 
his boots, when the mother, in -a| ed a steam and hundreds df hu- 
drunken rage, seized her child, and in | man lives were lost. The pilot drank, 
spite of his pleading and crying, | and the yoy who perished on that 
„Don't throw me out, mamma,” and | occasion “ the consequences,” 
that of his little sister who said.“ And so it is all the way through 
“Don’t throw him out, mamma, don’t,” | from beginning to end of this dark 
she dashed him out of a —— and bloody chapter of intemperance 
window, and his little, mangled, and its consequences. en dri 
bleeding, dead body was picked up and their wives, children, relatives 
from the pavement below. The mo- and friends take the consequences.” 
ther A and the boy took “the Men drink, and the nation and her 
consequences,” peaceful, law-abiding, sober Christian 
A a brute-fiend that he was, | citizens “take the consequences. 
under the influence of liquor, came in- 4. F. Atkinson, in the New Fra. 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 
ͤm— — 


(Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 
A fine $8,000 church is being put up in North Salt Lake City. 
One thing is apparent—the incoming United States officials will have no 
rich church to pluck, as the plucking will have been done. 


There is now found in Utah as fine Portland cement as ever a barrel held. 
The query now is not What has Utah got, but, what has she not got? 


Real estate men say that the prices of lots in and around Salt Lake City are 
always highest in bad weather, and that autumn and spring storms stimulate 
real estate sales. 
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If the price of wheat is rising in harmony with the rise in the price of flour 
the farmers will soon be the millionaires, and the bloated bondholders will 
have to put themselves on short rations. 


If the church suits shall continue as long as the average law suit which goes 
through the Supreme Court, an assessment will have to be levied on the 
“ Mormon” people to pay the bills of the receiver and his attorneys. 


The claims for fees in the church cases would indicate that the intention of 
some people is to see that whatever the final judgment in the suits may be, 
there will be nothing to turn over to schools or the Mormon” Church. 


The great work of the fall has been to put out trees on all the additions, 
and by next summer the driver through suburban Salt Lake City will be aston- 
ished at the altered appearance and vast improvement that everywhere presents 
itself. 

Governor West’s report and subsequent apology, are striking evidences how 
a departure from rectitude will lead any man from solid foundations into the 
quicksands of subterfuge, and even to the final loss of that indispensable of 
true manhood, unimpeachable self-respect. 


The great shoe factory at Salt Lake City is not able to fill its orders in the 
regular hours of business, but overtime is resorted to in hopes to keep up with 
a continuously increasing demand for that class of goods, in which competi- 
tion is annihilated by the quality of the home-made. 

The Union Pacific R. R. is partly blockaded. It is unable to move the freight 
arriving from the West. There are now about 100 loaded freight cars stand- 
ing on the Central Pacific switch and more are daily being added. The 
Union Pacific is short of motive power while the freight traffic is greatly 
increasing. 

United States Marshal Dyer, who is also receiver in the spoliation suits 
which the United States government has instituted against the “ Mormon” 
Church, wants the modest sum of £5,000 ($25,000) for his personal services 
thus far in the matter. Two attorneys who gave the receiver an occasional 
legal pointer are willing to be satisfied with £2,000 ($10,000) apiece. The 
law under which it is purposed to escheat the Mormon” Church property to 
the United States government provides that the proceeds of the theft shall 
be used for educational purposes in the Territory of Utah. Some of the 
school trustees are becoming alarmed lest the officials, and others, who have 
a “finger in the pie,” may not leave enough of the spoils to give the “ dear 
educational interests” of the people much of a “boost,” and have employed 
one of the ablest lawyers in Salt Lake City to look after their interests. 
When he appeared in court recently and stated his purpose in the premises, 
the announcement caused quite a sensation in certain quarters. The amount 
of property thus far seized is about £150,000 ($750,000), and if it is properly 
manipulated, ought to be enough to keep the few men, into whose charge it 
bas now fallen, above insufferable want for awhile at least. 


A man who dwells on failure with discontent condemas himself of littleness. We 
cannot be masters of ourselves till our sovereignty has been challenged and proved. The 
salutary shock comes on this side and that, and the courageous sufferer is taught the 
wealth of his resources. 
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